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Report Highlights:

The Hong Kong government (HKG) has notified proposed amendments to its Food Adulteration
(Metallic Contamination) in Food Regulations to the World Trade Organization (WTO)
(G/SPS/N/HKG/50) on December 16, 2024. Interested parties are encouraged to submit comments
before February 16, 2025. This report provides an overview of the proposed amendments to the
regulations. U.S. stakeholders are encouraged to carefully review the proposed changes.

THIS REPORT CONTAINS ASSESSMENTS OF COMMODITY AND TRADE ISSUES MADE BY USDA STAFF
AND NOT NECESSARILY STATEMENTS OF OFFICIAL U.S. GOVERNMENT POLICY




Summary

On December 16, 2024, the Hong Kong government (HKG) notified the World Trade Organization
(WTO) (G/SPS/N/HKG/50) on proposed changes to Food Adulteration (Metallic Contamination) in
Food Regulations. Comments should be submitted to the Centre for Food Safety (CFS) on or before
February 16, 2025, at metal _consultation@fehd.gov.hk. There is no indicated timeframe for proposed
adoption, however, CFS has indicated that a grace period of 18 months will be provided upon adoption
to allow for industry adjustment.

Hong Kong’s control of the levels of metallic contamination in food is currently regulated by the Food
Adulteration (Metallic Contamination) in Food Regulations (Cap. 132V), which was first enacted in
1960 and last amended in 2018.

The proposed amendments, which were highlighted in the Chief Executive’s 2024 Policy Address, are
intended to better align Hong Kong regulations with Codex standards and with the standards of other
countries, including the European Union (EU), Korea, and China. U.S. stakeholders are encouraged to
carefully review the proposed changes.

Notable changes in the amended regulations include:
e Adding and updating the maximum levels (MLs) for lead, cadmium and methylmercury in
specified foods with reference to the latest Codex standards;
e Adding new MLs for methylmercury in fish and fish balls / fish cakes with reference to the latest
mainland China standards (GB 2762-2022 “Maximum levels of Contaminants in Foods™); and
e Adding and updating the MLs for lead and cadmium in specified foods with reference to the
latest standards of major importing places.

The following is a summary of current number of MLs and the number of MLs being updated.

Number of MLs Under Current Cap. 132V Regulations 144
Number of new MLs for Specified Metals in Specified Foods 27
Number of MLs for Lead Updated in Existing Food Pairs 9

Total Number of MLs in Cap. 132V Regulations After Amendment 171

Detailed information on the proposed amendments is contained in the HKG’s consultation paper.
Additional details can be found in the press release and on the CFS website. The tables below, taken
from the consultation paper, detail changes in the regulations in comparison to existing levels.



https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?MetaCollection=WTO&SymbolList=%22G%2fSPS%2fN%2fHKG%2f50%22+OR+%22G%2fSPS%2fN%2fHKG%2f50%2f*%22&Language=ENGLISH&SearchPage=FE_S_S001&languageUIChanged=true
mailto:metal_consultation@fehd.gov.hk
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap132V
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap132V
https://www.eeb.gov.hk/food/en/press_and_publications/consultation/241216_132v_metal_amend/index.html
https://www.cfs.gov.hk/english/press/20241216_11341.html
https://www.cfs.gov.hk/english/whatsnew/whatsnew_fstr/whatsnew_fstr_PA_Food_Adulteration_Metallic_Contamination_2.html

Proposed Maximum Levels (MLs) with reference to the latest!

Codex MLs
.. FPropozed
Food items E ?Eu:ig‘;ﬂ' AL Proposed Note Remark
e (mgkg)
Part I: New ML=
Cadmium
1 #Cocoa powder (100%: total cocoa solids on a NIA 10 _
" | dry matter basiz) ready for consumpton T -
- #Chocolates contaming or declanng = 70% NiA 0.9 _
- total cocoa solids on a dry matter basis T ’
3 #Chocolates contaming or declanng = 50% to NIA 08 _
| = T0% totzl cocoa solids on a dryv matter basis T ’
4 #(Chocolates contaming or declanng = 30% to A 0.7
| = 50% total cocoa solids on a dry matter basis = ’ -
- #(hocolates contaming or declanng = 30% A 0.3
| total cocoa solids on a dry matter basis - : -
MAMethylmercury
6 #Tuna 0.5 12 Sea Mote 2
T Fish (MNote 2) - B
5
7. | #Alfonsme Fish I:[II\-IJute %) 1.5 Sea Mote 2
. 0.5
# T 2
B {arhn Fish (Note 2) 1 Sea Mote
= 0.5 a
9. | #5hark Fish (Note 2) 1.6 Sea Mote 2
= ! 0.5 .
10. | #range roughy Fish (Note ) 0.8 See Mote 2
0.5
TR T N -
11. | #Pink cusk-esl Fish (Note 2) 1.0 Sea Mote 2
Lead
12 | Frumt juices, other than fiuit juices exclusively 0.03 0.03 Applies to fruit juices (not
from bemes and other small futs (Mot 8) concentrated) or products

reconstituted to the ongmal
Juice concentration that are
ready to dnnk. Also
applies to nectars that are
rezdy to dnnk and frut
juices intended to be
consumed prineipally by

! Codex's update in 2018-2023 were taken mto account in this updating exercise of the Regulations.




Propozed

Food items E ?::Tig‘;ﬂ' AL Proposed Note Remark
- (mzke)
persons nnder the aze of
36 months,

Fruit jutces exclusively from bermes and other 0.05 0.05 Sea Mote 8

smiall frurts, other than grape juice (Mot 8)

#Grape uice 0.05 0.04 Apples to fut juices (not
(Fruat jmces concentrated) or products
exclusrvely reconstituted to the ongmal
from bermes Juice concentration that are

and other ready to dnnk. Also
small fruts) applies to nectars that are
rezdy to dnnk and frut
juices intended to be
consumed prineipally by
perzon: under the aze of
36 months.

13. | #Fresh farmed mushrooms (dgaricns 1 0.3 -
bizporuz, Lentinula edodes and Pleuretus (Edible fungi)
oIfreais)

14, | #Cereal-based foods intended to be consumed WA 0.02 Apphes to products that are
prncipally by persons under the age of 36 as sold; not reconstituted to
months. be ready to eat.

15. | #Ready-to-eat complementary foods intended NIA 0.02 -
to be consumed principally by persons under
the age of 36 months. (Other than cereal-based
foods intended to be consumed prmcipally by
persons under the age of 36 months.)

16. | #Honey and sugar-based candies NIA 0.1 -

Part II: Update of ML=

Lead

17. | *5alt from marshes, food grade 2 2 -

(Salt, food
zrade)
Salt, food zrade 2 1 -
{Other than salt from marshes, food zrade) (Salt, food
zrade)

18 | Mango chutney 1 04 -

19. [ Edible offal of cattle 0.5 02 -

20. | Edible offal of piz 0.5 0.15 -

21. | Edible offzl of poulty 0.5 0.1 -

22 | Edible fats and oals 01 0.08 -




Hote m existing Cap. 132V

Hote 2: Applies to edible portion after remeval of the digestive tract.
Hote §; Applies to it juices (not concentrated) or products reconsttuted to the onginal puce
concentration that are ready to dnnk.  Also apphes to nectars that are ready to drnk.

#*: New specified food 15 created to maintain the scope of coverage of salt, food grade.

#: New ML for specified food.

Text in bold and underlined indicate consequential amendments to existing ML for food group in

the Rezulations.

Codex MLs for lead in wines and fortified/ligueur wines proposed
not to adopt

Food items E?;::Eg\;ﬂ' (;:;11;?' Codex's Note/ Remark
Lead
0.1 The ML applies to wmne made from
Wine grapes harvested after the date of
(Note B) adoption (CAC42, Tuly 2019)
015 The ML apphes to wme made from
Fortified / Ligquenr wine 0.2 grapes harvested after the date of
(Wine) (Mote B) adoption (CACA2, July 2019)
The ML apphes to wines and
Wine (wine and fortified / 0.1 fortfied / hguewr wines made from
liqueur wine) {Hote B) grapes harvested before (CAC42,

July 2013}

Hote m Codex
Note B: Whole commodity.




Proposed MLs for methylmercury in fish and fish balls/fish cakes

Codex ML Mainland ML
Food items P’?”‘?ﬁiﬂ“ %g’kz)% CB 1762-2017 CB 2762-2021
mg/ Bar &
adoption] (mgkg) (mg/kg)
AMethylmercury
12 1.2 (Mote A3, .
T 12 (ehWERHEma
una (See Note 2) [2018] (ERREHEE)
15 1.5 (Mote A), .
Alfons 15 (& HEREmE
onsme (See Note 2) [2018] (s FR AR
17 1.7 (Mote A),
Marlin 1.7 (b e S
& (See Note 7) [2018] (e R B
16 1.6 (Note A), | 0.5 (KEEI o
Shark = 1.6 (& BRI
- (See Motz 2) [2018] EHBGER (WRFH )
KEEEHN
o . 0.8 0.8 (Note A), SR L0 (mEaEEERR
TRRES rouERY (See Note 3) [2022 B (BRE - £H
. B R R E B
. o 10 (Mo Ay, | LO(FIRIESR | W8 %hi*,... .’T,..::?LJ\
Pink cusk-esl (Sez Mote 2) (2022 R E &R BALER 2D
L0 (FEtEERRE
0.3 HE (2E - SH
(Proposed Mote: - s - REEL

“Fizh ballz'fizh cakes™

and “fizh unless

otherwize specified”

Applies to edible
portion after removal
of the digestive tract
(if any))

=l g RN Y

0.5 (REEE LR
& (e EERR
)]

Hote m Codex

Hote A: Whole commeodity fresh or frozen (in general after removing the digestve tract).

Hote m existing Cap. 132V

Hote 2: Applies to edible portion after removal of the digestive fract.

Text in bold and underlined indicate consequential amendments to existing ML for food group in

the Rezulations.




Proposed MLs for cadmium and lead in specified foods with

reference to the latest standards of major importing places

Existing Proposed Proposed Eelevant Mainland ML
Food items ML ML Note/ (GB 2762-2021)
(mg'kg) {mz'kg) Remark (mz'kg)
Lead
1 #5oft brown., raw, and non- NIA 05 *0.5
) centnfugal sugars ) N - (Rl R
- #Whate and refined sugar, comn ; *0.5
2. ; N/A 0.5 -- - .
and maple syrups i )
3 ‘Fat d= and blended d= 0.1 (.08 0.08
. at spreads and blended spreads ) L -- _— .
¥ ) CHfRE R L)
1 0.3
4. | drmillaria mellea (Edible 0.3 - (WPFIEL ~ FEL - B - RS
fungi) Bl Eé AT
# 'Bolstus bamiugan, Lanmaoa
asiatica, Sutorins brunneizsimus, 1.0
: ?u.gih!:o;sm s:xr:'-sm:ri::s;!f::: . = .1_ . o (EFFE - H - BE - A
B S P ' ” 5 - HH - BE - SR
J':emlimﬂ‘?,'l'm: spp., Cantharellus ) R R L RAETH)
spp. and Lactarius velemus
s § uriculari icalari 1 In dried 1.0
o | omee i | gae | 10| T | oonmamis s
fungi) A (HZEEET)
0.5
(EEFEE R RAREL - F
. . . B - HEL - B - 4E -
7 Edible fungi unless otherwize ! 0.2 _ BE - RE- -SEE-B

specified

- R - S A
Sl A1)




. - 02
B. Lime preserved eggs 0.5 02 - (EREND)
Cadminm
02 _ _
. . ) - (Vegetables LS - W - FEE - B
9 I#_.*Ed.l]_];ledﬁmglunhs. otherwise anless 02 . S - . B A
peciie otherwrise B BEEE - SOTFLER - B
specified) & W AR - HAE
Bl TR SRR
0.1
. (Vezetablaz 0.5
10. | #Lentinula edodes ml:i:sue 05 - (B RN
specified)
] 0.1 0s
#Morchella importuna, Sarcodon (Vezetables o - _
1 imbricams, Ruzsula vivescens, uile*’ - 06 _ (FREE - W - FEEE -
© | Cantharellus spp. and Armillaria atherv.:;e . B - BEEL FERE
mellea specitied) GEL L
#Tricholoma matsutaks, “ Boletus 01
baiiugan, Lamaoa asarce. | (ogetebis o
12 Rura.r;ug rf.mrfsr..m.wu..?. - anless 1 _ O - ARRTEE - BEME - B3
ugibo sn.r., extremiorientalis” otherarise HEEE L R RS
Termitomyees spp. and Lacrarius specified)
volemus '
0.1
(Vegetablaz . E:Cl B
13. | #Tuber spp. and Azaricus blazai unless 2 -- R - ERERLD EERE
otherarize Fg L)
specified)
0.1
g . . . (WVegetables 05
14, j“‘_{“”’ff‘m&’ comea, jirm;m unless 05 It;,"md (A BRI - HERER
heimuer” and Tremella fuciformiz othermice oo ) (EsEE
specified)
#: New ML for specified food
*: Relevant standard in Korea 15 also 0.5mgkg.
- Update of ML m existing specified food.
Text in bold and underlined indicate consequential amendments to exizting ML for food group in
the Eegulations.
Attachments:

No Attachments.




