
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS REPORT CONTAINS ASSESSMENTS OF COMMODITY AND TRADE ISSUES MADE BY USDA STAFF 
AND NOT NECESSARILY STATEMENTS OF OFFICIAL U.S. GOVERNMENT POLICY 
 

Voluntary Report – Voluntary - Public Distribution   Date:   December 26, 2024 

        Report Number: HK2024-0064 

 

Report Name: Proposed Amendments to Food Adulteration in Food 

Regulations - Metallic Contamination 

Country: Hong Kong 

Post:  Hong Kong 

Report Category:   Agriculture in the News, Sanitary/Phytosanitary/Food Safety, WTO Notifications 

 

 

 

 

Prepared By:  FAS Hong Kong Staff 

 

Approved By: Garrett  Mcdonald 

 

Report Highlights: 

The Hong Kong government (HKG) has notified proposed amendments to its Food Adulteration 

(Metallic Contamination) in Food Regulations to the World Trade Organization (WTO) 

(G/SPS/N/HKG/50) on December 16, 2024. Interested parties are encouraged to submit comments 

before February 16, 2025. This report provides an overview of the proposed amendments to the 

regulations. U.S. stakeholders are encouraged to carefully review the proposed changes. 

 

 

 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

Summary  

On December 16, 2024, the Hong Kong government (HKG) notified the World Trade Organization 

(WTO) (G/SPS/N/HKG/50) on proposed changes to Food Adulteration (Metallic Contamination) in 

Food Regulations. Comments should be submitted to the Centre for Food Safety (CFS) on or before 

February 16, 2025, at metal_consultation@fehd.gov.hk. There is no indicated timeframe for proposed 

adoption, however, CFS has indicated that a grace period of 18 months will be provided upon adoption 

to allow for industry adjustment. 

Hong Kong’s control of the levels of metallic contamination in food is currently regulated by the Food 

Adulteration (Metallic Contamination) in Food Regulations (Cap. 132V), which was first enacted in 

1960 and last amended in 2018.  

The proposed amendments, which were highlighted in the Chief Executive’s 2024 Policy Address, are 

intended to better align Hong Kong regulations with Codex standards and with the standards of other 

countries, including the European Union (EU), Korea, and China. U.S. stakeholders are encouraged to 

carefully review the proposed changes.   

 

Notable changes in the amended regulations include:  

 Adding and updating the maximum levels (MLs) for lead, cadmium and methylmercury in 

specified foods with reference to the latest Codex standards; 

 Adding new MLs for methylmercury in fish and fish balls / fish cakes with reference to the latest 

mainland China standards (GB 2762-2022 “Maximum levels of Contaminants in Foods”); and 

 Adding and updating the MLs for lead and cadmium in specified foods with reference to the 

latest standards of major importing places. 

 

The following is a summary of current number of MLs and the number of MLs being updated.  

Number of MLs Under Current Cap. 132V Regulations 144 

Number of new MLs for Specified Metals in Specified Foods  27  

Number of MLs for Lead Updated in Existing Food Pairs 9 

Total Number of MLs in Cap. 132V Regulations After Amendment 171 

 

Detailed information on the proposed amendments is contained in the HKG’s consultation paper. 

Additional details can be found in the press release and on the CFS website. The tables below, taken 

from the consultation paper, detail changes in the regulations in comparison to existing levels.  

 

 

 

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?MetaCollection=WTO&SymbolList=%22G%2fSPS%2fN%2fHKG%2f50%22+OR+%22G%2fSPS%2fN%2fHKG%2f50%2f*%22&Language=ENGLISH&SearchPage=FE_S_S001&languageUIChanged=true
mailto:metal_consultation@fehd.gov.hk
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap132V
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap132V
https://www.eeb.gov.hk/food/en/press_and_publications/consultation/241216_132v_metal_amend/index.html
https://www.cfs.gov.hk/english/press/20241216_11341.html
https://www.cfs.gov.hk/english/whatsnew/whatsnew_fstr/whatsnew_fstr_PA_Food_Adulteration_Metallic_Contamination_2.html


 
   
   
 

 
 

 
 



 
   
   
 

 
 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 



 
   
   
 

 
 

 
Attachments: 

No Attachments. 


